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PRO PITT A TION OF WILD ANIMALS

CHAP.
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throughout   the   coast,   the   people   of  different   provinces
adored the fish that they caught  in  greatest  abundance;
for they said that the first fish that was made in the world
above (for so they named Heaven) gave birth to all other
fish of that species, and took care to send them plenty of
its  children to sustain their tribe.     For  this   reason  they
worshipped sardines in one region, where they killed more
of them than of any other fish;   in others, the skate ;   in
others, the dogfish ; in others, the golden fish for its beauty ;
in others, the crawfish ; in others, for want of larger gods,
the crabs, where they had no other fish, or where they knew
not how to catch and kill them.    In short, they had what-
ever fish was most serviceable to them as their gods."l    The
Kwakiutl  Indians of British Columbia think that when a
salmon  is killed its soul  returns  to   the  salmon   country.
Hence they take care to throw the bones and offal into the
sea, in order  that  the  soul  may  reanimate  them   at  the
resurrection of the salmon.    Whereas if they burned the
bones the soul would be lost,  and  so  it  would  be quite
impossible for that salmon to rise from the dead.2    In like
manner the Otawa Indians of Canada,  believing that the
souls of dead fish passed into other bodies of fish, never
burned fish bones, for fear of displeasing the souls of the
fish, who would come no more to the nets.3    The  Hurons
also refrained from throwing fish bones into the fire, lest
the souls of the fish should go and warn the other fish not
to let themselves be caught, since the Hurons would burn
their bones.     Moreover, they had men who preached to the
fish and persuaded them to come and be caught.    A good
preacher was much sought after, for they thought that the
Exhortations of a clever man had a great effect in drawing
the fish to the nets.     In the Huron fishing village where
the French missionary Sagard stayed, the preacher to the
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